How do you like our new logo? You'll see it on
business cards and magnets, shirts and jumpers and
eventually invoices and certificates. We are very lucky
to have the fabulous Emma, vet nurse and artist extra-
ordinaire, who created this design for us.

You'll also see another new logo - we have joined a
select group of about 30 Veterinary Hospitals in
Australia (including three others in the ACT) which are
accredited by the Australian Small Animal Veterinary
Association as a “Hospital of Excellence”.

“It is the goal of the ASAVA Hospital Accreditation
scheme to encourage and assist companion animal
practices to achieve the highest levels of quality health
care and practice management procedures whilst
practising in innovative or "state of the art" hospital
facilities.”

We are now stocking a new type of vaccine that i i i
protects a puppy from 10 weeks of age (previously [ MICFOCh W ng
12 weeks). This means earlier protection, allowing now $45 at
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confidence and appropriate behaviour around same time as
people and dogs, and in strange places and other proce-
circumstances. It is also safe to give from 4 weeks dures (normally $50)
of age (previously 6 weeks), protecting dogs who
are not getting immunity from their mothers (e.g.
abandoned puppies). .Dogs seem to

For adult dogs, we have a vaccine that will protect be lovi i the
your pet against distemper, parvovirus and hepatitis for 3 years new Forde
(previously only protected for 1 year). This is usually coupled with a en C|OS€d
kennel cough vaccination, which is given yearly. This 3 year injection )
means we are giving fewer components at one time and therefore reduc- | EXErcise area
ing the risk of having a reaction to the vaccine.
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help you make the best decision for your dog. for volunteers,

And see page 4 for more information about Nobivac vaccines see our Website
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Taking your pet on holiday can be a rewarding experience. Not only do you and your pet get to
spend quality time together, but you don’t need to worry about who'’s looking after them and
whether they are coping without you. You are free to enjoy your holiday, and so is your pet!

Where to Stay:

Accommodation is available that allows, and even encourages you, to bring your pet. Camping
sites are the most common, but some B&Bs and the occasional hotel will allow pets. The follow-
ing web sites have information and a listing of pet friendly accommodation.

www.dogagyholiday.com

www.takeabreak.com.au/Holidayingwithpets.htm

www. holidayingwithdogs.com.au/dog accommodation.htm

What to bring:

In most places dogs must be secured by a lead and under control at all
times, so do not forget a secure collar or harness and lead. It is a good
idea to bring your pets’ bedding, so they feel comfortable and have a
familiar place to rest. Bedding is generally not provided for pets, but you
should call ahead and confirm anything else that may be required. Also
remember to bring your pets’ food bowls.

It is also a good idea to bring your pets’ favourite toys. Special toys like
Kongs™ or Everlasting Treat Balls™ are good for putting your dogs’ dinner
or treats inside, as a means of keeping them busy and entertained.

How to get there:

Some dogs get motion sickness in the car and may need an anti-emetic for travel. We don’t
recommend sedation, unless your pet becomes very distressed during travel. Both anti-emetics
and sedatives are prescription medications and by law, the vet will need to have examined your
pet within the last 6 months in order to supply them. It is wise to test these medications before
you leave, so if you believe your pet does need medication, give us a call a week or more
before you leave. If it is a long journey you may need to stop for toileting and to offer your pet
water.

During car travel, dogs must be secured to protect them, and you, in the case of an accident.
This is a legal requirement in the ACT. Cats and very small dogs should be contained in a pet
carrier; car harnesses are available for all sizes of dogs. We stock a full range.

Protection:

If travelling along the east coast then it is important to protect your pet against ticks
with a recommended product a week before you leave. Paralysis ticks are life
threatening. We recommend Advantix Spot-On, Frontline Spray, or Proban tablets.
You must check your pet daily for ticks while near the coast and for at least a week
afterwards, as no product is 100% effective. Please call in or ring the practice and
speak to a nurse to determine the best option for you and your pet.

If you are taking your dog overseas, you need to check that your pet has had all necessary
treatments for that country. For entry into Tasmania it is a legal requirement that you have a
certificate from a vet to say that the dog has been treated for hydatid tapeworms.
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Case study:
A cat was diagnosed with a tumour in the chest. The cancer was
surgically removed, but the following day the cat was very
depressed and had become anaemic. The PCV (packed cell
volume) was down to 12% (normally 25-45%), and her
temperature was low.

Vet nurse Alex brought in 3 of her cats and their blood was tested
for compatibility. Fortunately one of the cats, Mumé, a 7 1/2 year old Tortoiseshell medium
hair, was an acceptable donor. The sick cat received a blood
transfusion, improved rapidly and went on to make a complete recovery.

Blood typing:

Dogs can generally receive a single blood transfusion without being blood typed, but must be
cross matched if they need additional transfusions. Cats have three different blood types,
(A, B and AB). It is vital that the right blood is given or the cat’s immune system will reject the
donor blood and the cat may die.

Donation:

If you have a cat or dog that is between 1 and 6 years of age and in good health, it may be
eligible to be a blood donor. If you are interested in volunteering your pet to be used as a
blood donor in time of emergency, please give us a call and we will put your pet on the donor
list. If a patient needs a transfusion, we will give you a call and see if you and your pet are
available. We cross match the donor’s blood with the patient’s blood to see if it is compatible
before we take the blood for transfusion. Pets need to be sedated in order to donate, but
make a rapid recovery. The procedure is safe, and pets can donate many times with no ill ef-
fects.

Did you know that insurance is available for veterinary expenses for
your pet?

Insuring your pet against unexpected accidents and illness can lead
to peace of mind. Most insurance policies will reimburse up to 80%
of your pet's expenses. Accidents covered include being hit by a
car, bitten by a snake and swallowing foreign objects.

Currently, Vets Own Pet Insurance are offering $500 free accident

cover for 4 weeks . Lilly, the Labrador, with
an insect bite reaction

For information on how to sign up for 4 weeks free insurance go to

www.ilovemydog.com.au or www.ilovemycat.com.au, or check out our website

http://gungahlinvet.com.au/info.php?id=30 for more information on insurance, including a

comparison of different insurance companies.
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Phone: 6242 7276
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Every year 55,000 people around
the world die from rabies. 30-50%
of these cases are under 15 years
of age 2. This is especially tragic
because rabies is an easily
preventable disease, with
vaccinations available for both
humans and domestic animals.

Rabies is usually transmitted via bites from rabid dogs, so the
idea is that if we vaccinate the dog population, then the risk of
rabies is dramatically reduced. Studies have proven this to be
an effective method of control, reducing human rabies cases
dramatically *. Wildlife populations are also rising in areas
where dogs are vaccinated against rabies.

AFYA - Health for Serengeti, is working with the vaccine
manufacturer Intervet to help prevent rabies in the dog
population and therefore reduce the incidence in the human
population. Intervet donate one dose of rabies vaccine to the
Serengeti when Nobivac dog vaccines are used*.

Gungahlin Veterinary Hospital now use Intervet exclusively for
dog vaccinations.

For further information on the AFYA Serengeti project visit the
Intervet website at http://www.intervet.com/features/2005-06-
25 - afya serengeti_project - intervet uk.asp ! Or for more
information on rabies, visit the World Health Organisation,
http://www.who.int/rabies/en/

* 1 dose rabies for each 2 doses Nobivac DHP + 1 dose KC

We have invested in a new high quality ultrasound machine.
Veterinary ultrasonography is a rapidly growing field, and

Dr Greg Knight is enrolled to undertake a post graduate
course in sonography.

Ultrasound provides a non-invasive method of visualising
inside the animal’s body. We are able to examine a cross
section of organs such as liver, kidneys and bladder, to look
for tumours, to assess the structure and function of the
heart, and to check for pregnancy and ensure that the

Greg examining the bladder of an anaesthetised cat foetus is developlng norma”y-

Ultrasound is considered safer than X-rays because it doesn’t use radiation. It ‘sees’ the image
by emitting a high frequency sound wave which deflects off tissues leaving us with a grey and




